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3HE  OVERALL  SITUATION 

Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  livestock  population  throughout  the 
vorld  >i»v»  been  steadily  increasing  and  larger  sleiughter  has  increased  the 
availability  of  hides  and  skins.  Kiis  and  expanding  use  of  leather  substi- 
tutes Vi^H  resiilted  in  depressed  prices  and  marketing  difficulties  in  the 
major  hide  and  skin  exporting  countries. 

The  value  of  hides  and  skins,  coorpared  with  the  value  of  meat,  has  been 
steadily  declining.  For  example,  in  I9IO,  a  1,000-pound  steer  on  the  Chicsigo 
market  was  valued  at  about  $68;  the  value  of  its  hide  was  about  $9*  3n  195S 
the  value  of  a  conrparable  steer  was  $267,  and  the  hide  brought  less  than 
$6.90.  Whereas  the  hide  of  an  animal  once  represented  one -eighth  of  its 
value,  it  now  represents  about  one -fortieth. 

TSae  decline  in  the  price  of  hides  relative  to  the  price  of  the  animal  in 
the  past  kQ  years  is  partly  due  to  the  development  of  leather  substitutes  and 
partly  to  the  loss  of  what  was  formerly  a  large  outlet  in  the  manufacture  of 
harnesses,  industrial  belts,  and  other  ccramercial  uses.  In  short,  and  imlike 
meat,  the  supply  has  expanded  while  demand  has  been  relatively  static  or  only 
slowly  rising. 

In  1957^  "the  largest  Importers  of  hides,  calf,  and  kip  skins  in  Europe 
were  the  IMited  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  France,  Sweden, 
the  Benelxix  countries,  and  Portugal.  Out  of  the  13  European  countries,  8 
imported  92  percent  of  world  imports  during  1957 •  The  Iftiited  Kingdom  was  the 
biggest  importer,  with  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  following.  Japan  is 
the  principal  importer  outside  of  Western  Europe. 

Tile  supply  tz^nd  of  hides  and  skins  is  upward  and  is  e3q)ected  to  con- 
tinue In  the  years  ahead.  Excluding  Eastern  Europe,  Increased  production  in 
most  producing  countries  is  sufficiently  large  that  supply  will  continue  to 
exceed  demand  and  thus  prices  will  remain  lower  in  real  terms  than  they  have 
been  in  the  past.  Since  World  Weur  II,  Eastern  Europe  €is  a  deficit  area,  has 
become  incresislngly  active  in  the  world  hide  market.  Expanding  imports  of 
hides  and  skins  in  recent  years  by  the  U.S.S.R.  have  been  almost  as  large  as 
the  gains  in  world  supplies.  Recent  statistical  information  from  the  U.S.S.R. 
shows  that  its  cattle  population  has  been  increasing  substantially. 


This  increase,  combined  with  the  possible  growth  of  utilization  of 
leather  substitutes,  may  reduce  the  importance  of  the  U.S.S.R.  as  an 
importer  and  eventually  result  in  that  country  becoming  an  exporter.  Con- 
versely, there  is  a  large  potential  demand  which,  if  government  policy 
allows  its  satisfaction,  coxild  result  in  a  continued  import  position  for  the 
U.S.S.R.  If  the  demand  in  Eeistem  Exirope  continues  at  the  present  level, 
imports  into  that  area  should  continue  to  be  comparatively  stable. 

In  the  past  few  years,  international  trade  in  hides  and  skins  has  been 
relatively  constant.  There  has  been  more  moderate  demand  from  Western 
Europe  and  Japan,  which  has  been  canpensated  for  by  increased  demand  from 
Eastern  Euroi)e.  But  increased  livestock  population,  currently  reported  in 
Eastern  Europe,  may  decrease  the  demand  for  hides  from  that  area. 

A  few  decades  a^,  most  of  the  world  exjwrts  of  hides  and  skins  were 
made  from  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  Middle  East,  Hiese  were  shipped  to  industri- 
ally advanced  countries  where  they  were  processed  and  then  shipped  back  to 
the  producing  countries  as  finished  leather. 

With  the  development  of  the  leather  industry  in  these  regions,  a  change 
has  taken  place  both  in  volume  and  structure  of  trade.  Asia,  which  produces 
both  hides  and  skins,  has  reduced  exports  of  raw  stock  and  has  been  meeting 
its  danestic  needs  for  leather.  This  trend  has  affected  western  memufactur- 
ing  establishments.  Rubber  and  synthetics  were  increasingly  used  to  fill 
this  shortage  of  leather.  However,  the  demand  for  leather  was  stable  or  only 
slowly  expanding  in  spite  of  growing  populations  and  increasing  levels  of 
economic  we]J.-being. 

Trade  in  hides  and  skins  in  Asia  dropped  substantially  in  the  postwar 
years.  Compared  with  the  prewar  period,  exports  of  cattle  hides  from  this 
area  dropped  from  an  average  of  5*5  million  to  3*5  million  pieces;  and  goat 
and  sheep  skins  from  27 #5  million  to  22.3  million.  India  exports  few  raw 
hides,  although  before  World  War  II,  about  3*8  million  pieces  were  exported 
annually.  Burma  reduced  hide  exports  from  760,000  pieces  prewar  to  60,000; 
Indonesia  from  800,000  to  100,000  pieces,  and  at  present  exports  only  buffalo 
hides  and  goat  skins. 

The  position  of  Asia  as  the  world's  largest  producer  of  sheep  and  goat 
skins  has  become  particularly  sigiificant  because  the  world  trend  in  leather 
production  has  changed.  Demand  for  sole  leather  has  declined  sharply  and 
need  for  upper  leather  has  increased  steadily.  As  a  resiilt,  there  is  a 
stronger  demand  for  light  skins  than  for  heavy  hides.  Buffalo  hides  are  the 
major  heavy  hide  exported  from  this  area. 

Exporting  countries 

The  leading  cattle  hide,  calf  and  kip,  and  sheep  and  goat  skin  e:q)orting 
countries  are  Argentina,  Brazil,  Australia,  India,  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
New  Zealand,  France,  Canada,  and  more  recently  the  Itoited  States.  The  prin- 
cipaJ.  suppliers  of  hides  and  skins  to  the  Western  European  coxmtries — the 
largest  importing  area — are  Argentina,  IMlted  States,  New  2iealand,  Australia, 
India,  Pakistan,  Indonesia,  Middle  East,  and  Africa. 
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Ifcilted  States. — Prior  to  1952,  the  United  States  was  a  net  importer  of 
hides  and  skins;  since  that  year,  it  has  beccane  an  important  net  exporter. 
Increased  slaughter  and  the  expanded  use  of  leather  substitutes  at  home  have 
contributed  to  this  change.  In  the  past,  the  price  of  hides  and  skins  in 
the  international  market  wais  influenced  by  the  volume  of  U.S.  imports.  In 
recent  years,  however,  international  trade  'and  world  prices  have  been 
influenced  by  the  volvime  of  U.S.  exports, 

U.S.  exports  of  hides  and  skins  since  I952  generally  have  followed  an 
upward  trend,  but  in  I956  they  dropped  to  15  percent  below  the  I955  level. 
In  1957,  they  fiigain  expanded  and  set  a  new  record.  In  that  year,  increases 
were  partly  caused  by  lower  U.S.  prices  and  better  export  practices  by  U.S. 
dealers.  Exports  of  cattle  hides  in  1957  increased  by  32  percent  over  1956, 
calf  and  kip  skins  by  6.1  percent,  and  sheep  and  lamb  skins  by  62.9  percent. 
Increased  purchases  of  cattle  hides  by  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  and 
sheep  and  lamb  skins  by  the  Itoited  Kingdom  and  Canada,  were  mainly 
responsible  for  the  gain. 

Cattle  hide  prices  have  continued  to  be  depressed,  although  supplies  of 
cattle  hides  declined  in  1957  because  leather  substitutes  continued  to 
weaken  the  demand  for  heavy  hides,  especially  for  sole  and  belting  leather. 

The  major  U.S.  export  markets  in  1957  were  Japan,  22.5  percent  of  total 
exports;  Netherlands,  17.8;  Canada,  15 «5;  West  Germany,  15;  and  the 
IMited  Kingdom,  6.0.  These  5  countries  imported  more  than  76,8  percent  of 
U.S.  exports  of  cattle  hides,  and  calf  and  kip  skins. 

During  the  first  half  of  1958,  U.S.  exports  of  cattle  hides  were  down 
10  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  while  shipments  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins  more 
than  doublad*  Exports  of  calf  skins  rose  ^4-9  percent  to  offset  a  35  percent 
decline  in  shipments  of  kip  skins.  In  this  period,  shipments  of  cattle 
hides  to  Japan  and  West  Germany  held  up  well,  but  declined  sharply  to  Mexico, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Yugoslavia.  As  more  Argentine  hides  became  available 
for  export  during  1956,  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands  reduced 
imports  from  the  IMited  States. 

Argentina. — Continued  heavy  cattle  slaughter  in  1957  brou^t  about  a  10 
percent  increase  in  hides  over  the  previous  year;  1957  production  and 
carryover  have  been  estimated  at  15*2  million  pieces.  Of  the  total  supply, 
it  was  reported  that  11  million  pieces  were  exported.  This  is  approxi- 
mately 15  percent  more  than  in  I956  at  an  estimated  value  of  $4o  million. 
Sheepskin  and  lambskin  production  in  1957  continued  at  about  the  same  level 
as  1956  with  an  estimated  output  of  8  million  sheepskins  and  3  to  4 
million  lambskins.  During  the  first  half  of  1957,  exports  were  at  an  »nmiAi 
level  of  10  million  skins,  valued  at  $l6  millicaa.  Internal  marketing 
diff icvilties  caused  Argentine  exports  to  decline  in  the  second  half  of  that 
year.  Other  hides  and  skins  exports  were  valued  at  about  $1  million  and 
included  222,000  horse  hides  and  several  hundred  thousand  goat  skins  and 
kidskins . 

The  largest  purchasers  of  Argentine  hides  during  1957,  In  order  of 
importance,  were  the  Netherlands,  West  Germany,  U.S.S,R.,  Finland,  Italy, 
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and  Poland;  this  order  Is  in  sharp  contrast  with  that  of  19^9  when  the 
United  Kingdom  vas  the  major  importer,  followed  "by  the  Netherlands,  West 
Germany,  Csiechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Finland,  and  the  U.S.S.R.  It  is  estimated 
that  approximately  l^i-  percent  of  Argentine  hide  exports  during  1957  were  made 
to  the  Soviet  Bloc,  compared  with  2k  percent  the  previoxxs  year,  Japan *s 
imports  from  Argentina  have  "been  e^qanding  and  in  1957  the  total  was  almost 
3-1/2  times  larger  than  the  amount  shipped  in  195^. 

Multilateral  trade  and  payments  agreements  with  most  European  countries 
is  contributing  considerably  to  Argentine  exports  of  hides  and  skins.  In 
1957,  hide  eacports  were  Uo  percent  above  195^,  production  was  up  20  percent, 
and  prices  were  stable. 

In  the  first  half  of  1958^  however,  and  even  more  so  in  July,  the  hide 
market  was  somewhat  inactive  and  exports  declined  markedly  from  1957.  Com- 
paring the  exports  of  hides  and  skins  during  the  first  half  of  I958  with 
those  of  the  previous  year,  the  decline  was  about  I5  percent.  Domestic  hide 
prices  were  I5  percent  above  those  prevailing  in  the  international  market; 
these  high  prices  discouraged  purchases  by  the  Eastern  European  countries, 
which  had  been  taking  a  large  part  of  the  Argentine  shipments.  The 
uncertainty  of  the  Argentine  Government  as  to  its  future  policy  of  the 
"Aforo"  system  1/  is  affecting  the  market  adversely.  In  eaxly  August,  the 
Aforo  system  was  abandoned,  but  about  two  months  later,  reinstated.  Due  to 
overseas  demand  in  1957>  there  were  no  carryover  stocks,  and.  at  the  beginning 
of  1958*  they  were  very  low. 

Iftiion  of  South  Africa. — The  Iftiion  of  South  Africa  is  an  important 
producer  emd  exporter  of  hides  and  skins.  In  1956,  total  exports  were  1.6 
mill  ion  pieces  of  hides  and  calf  skins.  Without  a  subsidy.  South  African 
hides  are  not  competitive  in  the  international  market  because  of  high  price 
supports.  However,  subsidized  exports  do  move  to  the  Iftiited  Kingdom  and  other 
European  countries, 

India. — In  the  past,  India  was  one  of  the  leading  exporters  of  hides  and 
skins.  It  has  the  world's  largest  livestock  population  with  an  estimated  159 
million  cattle,  1+5  million  buffalo,  37  million  sheep,  and  1+5  million  goats. 
As  a  rule,  Indian  hides  8ire  of  poor  quality  because  more  than  87  percent  cane 
from  fallen  animals.  The  bulk  of  the  cattle  hides  produced  are  consumed 
within  the  coimtry;  only  sheepskins,  goatskins,  and  leather  are  exported.  In 
1956,  exports  totaled  I5  mill  ion  pieces,  mostly  skins. 

New  Zealand. — In  I956,  New  Zealand  hide  e^qports  to  the  E,E,C.  (European 
Economic  Commission)  were  valued  at  $9  million.  These  exports  went  to  Prance, 
West  Germany,  Italy,  Belgium-Daxemboxirg,  and  the  Netherlands,  and  amounted  to 

1/  "Aforo"  is  a  fixed  mlnlrmnn  price  set  by  the  Argentine  Central  Bank  on  an 
ejcported  product  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  azooxmt  of  exchange  that 
must  be  surrendered  by  the  exporter  for  his  proceeds  at  the  official  rate  of 
exchange.  When  the  Government  wishes  to  stimulate  export  of  a  certain 
product,  the  aforo  value  is  lowered  so  the  product  will  be  in  line  to  coanpete 
successfully  in  the  world  market, 
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30.2  percent  of  total  New  Zealand  shipments.  Ordinarily  the  bulk  of  New 
Zealand's  hide  exports  go  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Competition  in  the  International  Market 

The  export  market  for  hides  and  skins  has  become  keenly  competitive  in 
recent  years.  In  a  recent  study  of  this  market  throughout  Europe  by  a  group 
of  U.S.  traders,  the  following  was  reported: 

In  general,  EJuropean  taumers  are  accustomed  to  handling 
Argentine  hides  which  they  have  been  buying  for  many  years. 
They  have  gained  the  necessary  experience  which  enables 
them  to  satisfy  customers,  U.S.  hides  have  been  known 
only  a  relatively  short  time,  U.S.  expoarbers  are  still 
behind  in  techniques  of  processing  and  packing  expected  by 
European  buyers.  U.S.  methods  of  hide  and  skin  preserva- 
ticHi,  although  adequate  for  donestic  shipment,  are 
frequently  inadequate  for  transit  to  Europe,  and  often 
arrive  there  in  less  than  satisfactory  condition,  European 
tanners  eiljso  complain  that,  unlike  South  American  hides, 
U.S.  hides  do  not  produce  a  satisfactory  hard  sole  leather 
because  of  the  fiber  structure.  /This  is  caused  by  the 
relatively  high  fat  content  of  U.S.  hidesj/  European 
tanners  also  complain  that  they  have  difficulties  in 
handling  the  excessive  fat  found  on  U.S.  hides. 

In  the  fall  of  1957,  representatives  of  the  French  Hides  and  Skins 
Industry  proposed  the  creation  of  an  E.E.C.  body,  comprised  of  representatives 
of  associations,  processors,  and  traders  in  hides  and  skins.  In  January  1958, 
the  Council  for  Raw  Hides  and  Skins  was  founded.  Its  purpose  is,  among  other 
things,  to  promote  production  and  trade  in  hides  and  skins  within  the  E.E.C. 

Importing  countries 

Japan. — Japan  has  become  the  most  important  market  for  U.S.  hides  and 
skins.  In  1957,  it  imported  about  22.5  percent  of  U.S.  exjwrts.  Hide  and 
skin  consiomption  has  increased  from  the  I93O-36  average  of  ^3,000  metric  tons 
to  98,200  in  1957>  nearly  128  percent  over  prewar.  The  consumption  figure 
for  1956  wa3  103, OOU  metric  tons.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  dcanestic 
hide  production  in  that  year  was  29,3^1  metric  tons,  compared  with  10,427  in 
1930.  Imports  during  the  same  period  increased  I5I  percent. 

In  the  prewar  period,  about  25  percent  of  Japan's  imports  came  from  the 
IMited  States,  39  percent  from  China,  9  percent  from  France,  and  5  percent 
frcm  Australia.  In  1957,  more  than  65  percent  came  from  the  Uhited  States, 
9  percent  from  China,  and  3  percent  frcm  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Thailand. 

Total  Japanese  imports  of  hides  and  skins  in  1957  were  7  percent  below 
the  1956  level,  however,  and  currently  the  trend  is  for  lower  imports.  Also, 
if  Japan's  trade  agreement  policy  with  Red  China  materializes,  and  China 
once  again  becomes  an  important  hide  and  skin  supplier,  the  U.S.  share  of  the 
market  could  be  adversely  affected.  China  has  gradually  increased  its  share 
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of  the  market  from  almost  nothing  in  1955  to  9.2  percent  in  1957.  Japan's 
adverse  balance  of  trade  with  dollar  areeis  and  attempts  to  conserve  foreign 
currency  will  undoubtedly  cause  it  to  t\im  to  new  areas  for  imports  of  hides 
and  skins. 

Another  factor  affecting  Japan's  hides  and  skins  market  is  the  expansion 
of  and  competition  from  the  synthetic  footwear  industry.  It  is  estimated 
that  1956  production  was  6  million  pairs  a  month,  compared  with  none  7  years 
ago.  The  growth  of  this  industry  may  curtail  U.S.  exports  in  the  years 
ahead. 

In  addition  to  supplying  increasing  domestic  requirements,  Japan's 
synthetic  shoe  industry  has  been  increasing  exports.  In  recent  years, 
exports  varied  from  200,000  to  300,000  pairs  a  month.  This  figure  is 
expected  to  increase,  and  may  soon  reach  ifO  percent  of  total  output.  The 
value  of  a  pair  of  synthetic  shoes  is  only  one-fourth  the  value  of  a  pair  of 
medium  quality  leather  shoes.  The  price  factor  alone  makes  it  possible  for 
an  individual  to  own  several  pairs  of  Bathetic  shoes  for  the  price  of  one 
pair  of  leather  shoes* 

At  the  present  tiine,  the  majority  of  womens'  and  childrens'  shoes  ai^ 
made  of  s^thetic  materials.  For  appeeu-ance  and  comfort,  men  are  purchasing 
leather  shoes.  As  synthetic  shoe  materials  Improve  in  looks,  comfort,  and 
durability,  there  is  a  probability  that  the  average  person  will  prefer  them 
to  leather  shoes.  Itojor  exports  of  synthetic  shoes  are  made  to  the  "shoe- 
hungry"  Middle  East  and  Southeast  Africa,  Central  and  South  America,  and 
Africa. 

Although  total  consunqjtion  of  hides  and  skins  in  Japan  has  been  steadily 
increasing  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  trend  in  futxire  demand  is 
uncertain.  The  Japanese  are  very  inventive  and  creative  in  Introducing  and 
expanding  new  products,  such  8U3  synthetic  footwear.  If  Jajan  follows  the 
same  trend  as  the  United  States  in  leather  consumption,  imports  may  either 
hold  to  present  levels  or  be  reduced.  The  deuiger  of  expansion  and  improve- 
ment of  leather  substitutes  is  already  a  reality. 

The  Netherlands  continues  to  be  a  good  market  for  U.S.  hides  and  skins, 
and  substantial  quantities  go  through  Holland  to  markets  in  other  coimtries. 
The  large  port  of  Rotterdam  has  facilities  for  importers  to  grade,  store,  or 
reship  to  tanneries  in  other  countries.  IXiring  1957-58*  "the  Netherlands  was 
the  major  European  importer  of  U.S.  hides  and  skins.  There  are  no  import 
restrictions  in  the  Netherlands.  Tanners,  however,  find  a  marked  difference 
in  fiber  structure  between  U.S.  hides  and  those  of  South  American  origin. 
This  is  important  in  the  production  of  sole  leather.  Since  195^>  Argentina 
has  been  the  largest  exporter  to  the  Dutch  market,  but  the  Dutch  continue  to 
import  U.S.  hidss  because  of  their  competitive  price,  and  because  U.S.  trade 
has  remained  relatively  stable  in  recent  years. 

Wetherlandg *  traders  have  been  supplying  the  U.S.S.R.  with  imported 
hides  and  skins,  eLLmost  entirely  from  Argentine  stock.  The  U.S.S.R.  prefers 
Argentine  hides  because  of  their  good  quality,  and  packing  that  will  stand 
rough  treatment  during  transport. 
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The  U.S.  share  of  Netherlands'  imports  of  hides  and  skins  dropped  from 
38  percent  in  195it  to  15  percent  in  1957.  During  the  first  6  months  of  1958, 
U.S.  exports  to  the  Netherlands  "were  about  15  percent  of  the  total.  About 
hfti-P  of  the  imports  to  the  Netherlands  are  re-exported  to  other  European 
countries,  and  the  U.S.S.R. 

In  March  I958,  the  Netherlands*  hide  and  skin  desLLers  opened  a  futures 
market  for  cattle  hides  in  Amsterdam.  Buenos  Aires  St€uidard  Frigorif ico 
Light  Sound  ox  hides,  weighing  ^2  to  57  pounds,  are  serving  as  a  basis  for 
the  contracts.  Other  grades  of  Argentine  hides,  and  some  grades  of  North 
American  and  New  2iealand  hides,  may  also  be  brought  under  contract.  Futures 
axe   based  on  an  l8-^iionth  period.  The  contract,  however,  must  be  concluded  in 
one  of  the  k   delivery  months — January,  April,  July,  or  October.  The  first 
delivery  month  was  October  1958. 

It  has  been  reported  that  thvis  far  the  futures  market  has  not  been  too 
successful  becaAise  of  the  generally  depressed  market  in  hides.  The  primary 
advantage  of  trewiing  in  this  market  is  the  ease  with  which  currencies  can  be 
converted  for  all  E.P.U.  cotmtries.  Dealers  from  Holland,  Belgixim,  Germany 
and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  France  and  ItaU-y  are  participating.  It  has  also  been 
reported  that  trading  in  the  Netherlands'  futures  market  offers  an  advantage 
to  U.S.  traders  in  view  of  the  greater  flexibility  of  hides  which  may  be  used 
to  fulfill  contracts  if  such  a  need  should  arise. 

West  Germany. — ^West  Germany's  strong  economic  position  has  made  it  an 
attractive  market  for  world  hide  and  skin  trade.  Its  growing  economic 
activity,  and  increasingly  higher  standard  of  living,  nake  it  dependent  to  a 
large  extent  on  imported  hides  and  skins.  More  than  half  of  the  total  annual 
requirements  of  222,000  metric  tons  axe  imported. 

West  German  imports  rose  from  90,000  metric  tons  in  I95U  to  151,000  in 
1957.  In  195^>  imports  were  ^4^1  percent  of  consumption  but  rose  to  57  percent 
Toy  1957 •  Value  of  1957  imports  was  52  percent  over  195^,  and  weight  was  up 
70  percent.  In  1957*  "tlie  distribution  of  imports  was:  cattle  hides,  80.U 
percent;  sheep  and  lamb,  7.9;  calf,  5.9;  goat  and  kid,  3»^;  and  others, 
2,k,     As  a  result  of  a  drop  in  prices  in  1957*  imports  were  heavy.  During 
that  year  the  German  livestock  population  (cattle,  calves,  goats,  sheep,  and 
horses)  dropped  7,6  percent  from  195^ •  It  is  estimated  that  an  average  7 
percent  of  imported  hides  are  re-exported  from  West  Germany. 

The  United  States  has  been  the  principal  supplier  of  cattle  and  calf 
skins.  In  1957>  the  United  States  and  Argentina  together  supplied  38  percent 
in  value  of  total  lnrports  of  hides  and  skins;  I7  other  countries  supplied  the 
rest.  While  the  U.S.  share  of  total  imports  in  the  past  k   yeeKrs  has  remained 
at  about  20  percent,  Argentina's  share  increased  from  9.6  percent  in  195^  to 
16.2  percent  in  I957.  Although  the  Iftiited  States  is  still  the  leading 
supplier  of  West  German  imports  of  hides  and  skins,  other  countries  are 
gradually  increasing  their  share  of  the  market. 

Hide  and  skin  exports  (partly  from  doanestic  production)  which  accoimted 
for  10  percent  of  total  imports,  increased  substantially  in  1957  over  195^^. 
Most  of  these  exports  were  cattle  hides  and  calf  skins.  Althou^  imports  are 
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fully  liberalized^  exports  are  restricted  in  order  to  maintain  German- 
produced  quality  products  for  the  domestic  market.  Principal  importers  of 
West  German  hides  and  skins  during  1955-57  were  the  l&iited  Kingdom,  2^  per- 
cent; the  Netherlands,  21;  Itoited  States,  11;  Denmark,  10;  and  Austria  and 
Switzerland,  8. 

Since  nearly  all  E.E.C.  countries  are  generally  dependent  on  suppliers 
of  hides  and  skins  outside  the  common  market.  West  Germany  will  continue  to 
be  a  net  inrporter  from  outside  the  E.E.C.  area.  The  E.E.C.  countries  are  not 
in  a  position  to  furnish  quality  and  the  quantity  of  hides  to  meet  West 
German  requii'ements .  In  1957,  12  percent  of  West  Germany's  total  hide  and 
skin  imports,  by  value,  came  from  the  common  market  countries;  35  percent  of 
its  total  exports  were  shipped  to  those  countries. 

More  U.S.  hides  and  skins  would  probably  find  a  market  in  West  Germany 
if  U.S.  exporters  improved  grading,  shipping,  and  packing. 

Ifciited  Kingdom. — ^The  Ifeited  Kingdom  is  the  largest  inrporter  of  raw  hides 
and  skins,  and  one  of  the  largest  exporters  of  finished  leather.  U.S. 
exports  to  the  IMited  Kingdom  during  the  past  5  years  averaged  about  7  per- 
cent of  total  exports.  Despite  dollar  shortages,  the  volxime  of  exports 
during  1957  was  substantial.  Among  Western  European  importers  of  U.S.  hides 
and  skins,  it  has  been  reported  that  the  British  are  better  acquainted  with 
the  U.S.  grading  system  than  other  inrporters,  and  are  better  satisfied. 
Synthetic  leather  substitutes,  however,  are  increasing  in  importance  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  axe  becoming  more  competitive  to  the  leather  industry. 

Italy. — Italy  imports  about  half  of  its  consumption  of  hides  and  skins. 
About  one-third  of  these  imports  come  from  Africa.  The  U.S.  share  of  the 
Italian  market  is  estimated  at  approximately  10  percent »  Other  Italian 
sources  of  supply  are  Argentina,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  There  is  no 
discrimination  against  U.S.  hide  imports  to  Iteily,  provided  prices  are 
competitive  with  those  from  other  soiirces, 

Austria. — ^Austria  produces  about  75  percent  of  its  hides  and  skins  and 
the  rest  are  imported  frcaa  other  countries.  Ijirports  are  liberalized,  and  no 
cxistoms  duties  are  collected.  Both  production  and  consumption  are  lower  than 
prewar;  postwar  production  is  down  10  percent  from  1937*  It  was  reported 
that  during  1956  manufacturers  of  upper  leather  operated  at  a  level  of  90  to 
95  percent  of  capacity,  whereas  sole  leather  tanneries  utilized  50  percent 
only.  This  indicates  that  more  leather  substitutes  are  being  used, 
especially  for  sole  leather. 
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APEENDEC 

TABIS  I. — ^Hides  and  skins:  Production  in  specified  countries, 
average  1951-55^  annaial  1956 


Country 


1951-55 


Hides 


Skins 


1956 


Hides 


Skins 


New  Zealand  1/ 

Australia 

Ethiopia 

French  Morocco  ^  . . . . . 
French  West  Africa.... 

Austria. • 

Finland 

West  Germany 

Greece 

Ireland • 

Italy  y...., 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland. 

lAiited  Kingdom 

Canada 

Brazil 

Turkey 

Egypt  "2] •  •  •  • 

Belgium  ^ 

Chile  11 

Pakistan ••... 

IMion  of  South  Africa. 


Metric 

tons 
29,92i^ 

79,195 
1,096 

13,536 
2,351 

16,232 

9,11^ 

9^,319 

1,7^^2 

10,5^ 
30,782 
21,k26 
5,175 
19,91^ 
17,709 
12,265 
70,220 
70,509 

19,262 
15,886 
23,612 

10,697 
135,000 

25,3^ 


Metric 
tons 

56,095 

5^,^78 

367 

10,900 

2,470 

(2/) 

707 

4,770 

7,205 

2,iKX) 

18,328 

700 

1,716 

27,611 

380 

460 
9,080 

2,549 
8,450 

16,751 

3,470 

594 

5,241 

25,400 

31,842 


Metric 
tons 

(2/) 

(2/) 

1,352 

(2/) 

(2/) 

18,091 

7,985 

93,409 

2,093 

9,653 

(2/) 

21,882 

5,918 

15,876 

17,432 

11,200 

84,700 

65,180 

(2/) 

26,127 

11,694 

22^,433 

(2/) 

39,240 

27,334 


Metric 
tons 


3,000 

9,131 
3,048 

(2/) 

600 

2,192 

29,633 

310 

500 

10,900 

2,508 

(2/) 

20,836 

2,375 

516 

(2/) 

20,729 

29,776 


1/  I95I-54  average. 
2/  Not  available. 
2j  1951-53  average. 
4/  1952-53  average. 
5/  1951  and  1952  average 
^  1954-55  average. 
1/  1953-55  average. 


only. 
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TABIE  2. — ^Hldes  and  skins:     U.S.  eaqports  "by  ccnmtry  of  destination, 
average  1951-55^  annual  I956-57  and  January-September  I958 


Country 


Average 
1951-55 


1956 


1957 


January- 
September 
19'?8 


Cattle  hides: 

Canada •< 

Mexico , 

Germany,  West,», 
Netherlands . • . . , 

Poland 

IMlted  Kingdom.. 

Yugoslavia 

Japan , 

Other  countries, 


Total 

Calf  and  kip  skins: 

Canada. 

Belgium-Luxembourg.  •  • 

France ..••••.... 

Germany,  West.. ..••.• 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom • 

Japan. 

Turkey, 

Other  countries 

!Itotal 

Sheep  and  lazab  skins  :2/ 

Canada 

Mexico. 

Belgium-Luxembourg.  • . 

France 

Poland 

IMlted  Kingdom.. 

Other  countries ..«.. . 


Total, 


1.000 
Pieces 

127 
h 

3 

2k 

6 

37 

(1/) 

260 

72 


533 


170 

10 

13 
6 

25 

(1/) 
12 

2i|-7 
72 


555 


3/1,009 

3/11 

11 

3/38 

80 
81 


1,230 


1|0QQ 
Pieces 

77^ 
702 
h36 
285 

2k3 

2k6 

1,329 

925 


4,9^ 


570 
20 

h9 

782 

10i^ 

209 

1 

98 

1,033 

1 

2iK) 


3,107 


337 

eh 

h3 
88 

258 
21 


831 


1.000 

Pieces 

818 

k2k 

812 

1,369 

5 

390 

203 

1,397 

1,099 


6,517 


712 
22 
36 

717 
191^ 

377 

50 

208 

817 

an 

163 


3,296 


609 

62 

10 

107 

382 

iQh 


1,35^ 


1.000 

pieces 
kS^ 
232 
510 

29!^ 

153 

^3 

1,078 

616 


k,6k^ 


518 

22 

130 

k6k 

219 

294 

97 

^9 

509 

17 

139 


2,k5Q 


ho8 

63 
h 

10 
103 
298 
123 


1,009 


1/  Less  than  500  pieces. 

2/  Includes  goat  and  kid  skins. 

3/  1939  only. 
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TABI£  3. — Hides  and  skins:  U.S.  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
average  1951-55^  annual  195^57  and  Janxiary-Septemiber  1958 


Country 


Average 


1956 


1957 


Jan. -Sept, 
1958 


Cattle  hides: 

Canada*  •• ••••••••• 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  countries 

Total 

Calf  and  kip  skins  : 

Canada • 

Denmark •••••••••••••••• 

France 

Germany,  West 

Italy 

Netherlands .•••... 

Poland 

India 

New  Zealand.  .• 

Other  countries 

Total 

Goat  and  kid  skins : 

Haiti 

Argentina •••• 

Brazil 

Peru 

Venezuela 

British  East  Africa.... 

British  Scmaliland 

Ethiopia 

Nigeria 

IMion  of  South  Africa. . 

Arabia • 

Indonesia 

India 

Iran 

Pakistan 

Other  countries 

Total 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins  2/: 

Argentina. 

Brazil 

United  Kingdcm 

lAiion  of  South  Africa. . 

Iran 

Australia. 

Nev  Zealand  o o 

Other  countries 

Total 

j,/  Less  than  500  pieces. 


1.000  PCS. 
iK)l 

339 
120 

28^ 


l>l^3 


ko 

183 

13 

ko 

2kQ 

177 
183 

21U 


1>736 


529 
572 
2,571 
703 
522 

564 
2,9^1 

3,017 
682 

3^^ 

456 

8,761 

279 
2,21+7 

2.877 


29.508 


901 

^3 
1,192 

72 
1,176 
1,889 
8,170 


1.000  x>cs, 
210 
99 

^ 

3^1 


1.000  PCS. 
123 
27 
(1/) 

167 


398 

7 

131 

105 

^1 

50 

53 

^z 

301 

61 


1.196 


605 

630 

3,121 

816 

102 

2,059 

1+20 
2,933 
3,429 

371 
76 

1+76 
6,256 

544 
2,393 
2,77^ 


618 
78 
85 
77 
13 

110 

15 
62 
268 
^2- 


1.365 


27t004 


k2h 

2,584 

779 
14 

1,350 

122 

2,536 

1,700 

469 

420 

4,756 
285 

2,604 
1.801 


20,292 


84o 

105 

1,212 

167 

3,^51 

1,268 

16,350 

■^,580 


67 

151 

1,174 

142 

2,767 

673 

14,519 

2.662 


20,899     26.973     22,155 


1.000  PCS. 

211 

22 

2 

ii 


250 


326 
1 

153 
55 
12 

25 
24 

7 
J2 


626 


64 

347 
2,118 

525 

880 

148 

1,647 

1,371 

222 

20 

163 

3,771 
440 

1,320 

1.P9 


1^.345 


96 
563 
184 

3,155 
386 

11,971 
■^tp82 


'     --^i^j^p  '-^,^1^       •-^t-^^^ 

2/  Excludes  hair  sheep,  and  cabretta. 


19,^37 
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TABIE  h, — Cattle  hides,  calf  and  kipskins:  U.S.  production  and  prices, 

annual  1950-57 


Total 

Year 

;    Cattle 

hides 

• 
• 

.  Calf  and  . 
.  kipskins  . 

Calfskins 

'   Kipskins 

,  cattle 
:   calf 

hides 
and 

• 

•                  • 

• 

:   kipskins 

Million 

Cents 

M;Lll,ion 

Cen,ts 

Cents 

:   Million 

pieces 

per  ^b. 

pieces 

TDer  lb. 

■Der  lb.  , 

Pieces 

1950  : 

19.6 

27.9 

12.1 

69.7 

52.9 

31.7 

1951  : 

18.2 

32.6 

10.5 

63.6 

50.8 

28.7 

1952  : 

19.7 

16.5 

11.1 

43.7 

33.5 

30.8 

1953  : 

25.6 

16. k 

13.9 

50.5 

3^.1 

39.5 

195^  ; 

27.0 

13.0 

15.0 

38.3 

25.7 

U2.0 

1955  : 

27.7 

12.9 

lh.6 

Uh.3 

29.3 

1^2.3 

1956  I 

28.8 

13.2 

IU.7 

30.k 

32.8 

h3.5 

1957  : 

28.4 

12.2 

lk,k 

k3.2 

31.7 

U2.8 

TABIE  5. — ^Hides  and  skins: 


Argentine  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
annual  195^-57 


Country 


1954 


1955 


1956 


1957 


Netherlands .... 
West  Germany.  •• 
United  Kingd(M. 

Italy 

U.o.o.K.  ..•••. 

Hxmgary. 

Czechoslovakia . 

Poland 

Roumania. 

Finland 

Yugoslavia. .... 
Austria... ...•• 

Belgium 

Spain 

France 

Norway 

Sveden......... 

Switzerland. .  •  • 

Chile 

Peru 

United  States., 
Japan. ••...•... 
Other  countries 

Tot€LL 


Metric  tons 

12,955 
13,892 

11,259 

8,119 

19,220 

5,779 
k,l2k 

12,523 

9,677 

i*-,801 

l,00lf 

535 

1,529 

285 

569 

1,530 

4,727 

1,058 

8,919 
266 

692 
711 

22k, nk 


Metric  tons 
lU,803 
13,598 
10,722 

6,886 
26,484 

6,482 

8,94o 
16,343 

3,688 

4,033 
6,277 
3,111 
1,264 

495 
1,342 
1,160 
1,870 

992 
11,126 

801 

27 

2,787 

476 

143,707 


Metric  tons 
8,482 

13,783 
7,628 

11,299 

4o,8l2 

13,482 

13,4o4 

9,900 

9,244 

9,045 

7,894 

5,926 

l,8o4 

891 

3,935 
522 
696 
780 

3,312 
571 

1,465 

4,536 
501 

169,912 


Metric  tons 
32,007 
32,801 

7,195 
15,003 
24,429 

3,568 

8,951 

9,766 

28 

16,105 

8,486 

312 

1,272 

1,695 

3,766 

492 

469 

760 

2,942 

462 

379 

2,375 

4o4 

173,667 
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TABLE  6. — Cattle  liides:  West  German  imports,  annual  1955-57, 
January-June  1957  and  I958,  with  percent  change 


Countiy 


Annual 


Janxxarv-June 


1955 


1956 


1957 


1957 


1958 


Percent 
change 


Argentina. ..••••• 
IMited  States .... 

France 

Uruguay 

Netherlands 

New  Zealand. ..... 

Australia •.••.... 

Denmark 

Canada 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Belgiiim 

Paraguay 

IM.  of  So.  Africa 
Rhode  s  ia-Nyasaland 

Other  countries.. 


Total, 


1.000 

li. 

41,742 

62,160 

14,397 
10,926 

8,894 
3,787 
5,006 

6,949 
7,615 
7,062 

5,933 
5,830 

1,959 
1,469 
6,554 

11,753 


1.000 

60,525 
44,366 

14,268 

12,504 

9,244 

8,411 

8,344 

7,559 
4,883 
4,745 
4,524 
4,lo4 
3,9^5 
3,653 
2,585 
12,126 


1.000 

^. 

81,756 

79,027 

8,049 

14,988 

10,719 
11,988 
11,631 

5,021 

11,109 
4,666 
6,103 

3,099 
3,646 

12,340 


l.QQO 
lb. 

4o,246 
34,578 
4,484 
8,333 
5,286 
3,53^ 
2,813 
1,444 

5,237 
2,448 
2,851 
1,089 
1,719 
1,136 
1,573 
6,023 


1|0QQ 
lb. 

30,300 

^1,343 

3,638 

2>68 

6,313 
4^062 

3,845 
3,4o8 
6,644 
745 
2,393 
2,092 

1,037 

728 

1,9^5 

6,805 


202,036   205,786   268,400 


122,794   117,766 


Percent 

-25 
20 

-19 
-70 

19 
15 
37 

136 
27 

-70 

-16 
92 

-4o 

-36 
24 

13 
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Source:  Iter  Aussenhandel  der  Bundesrepubllk  Deutschland. 


TABLE  7. — Hides  and  skins:  West  German  imports  and  exports, 
by  co\mtry  of  origin  and  destination,  annual  1954-57,  with  percentages 


Item 

1954 

:       1955 

:       1956 

:      1957 

:lfetric 

Per- 
cent 
75.2 

8.6 

5.6 

6.1  ' 

2.1  . 
.6  • 

1.6  . 

:  l^tric 
:     tons 
:   91,642 
:  10,911 
:     9,1^9 
:     5,069 
:     2,098 
605 
1.765 

Per- 
cent 

75.^ 
9.0  ' 

7.5 
4.3  ■ 
1.7  i 
.5  ' 

1.5 

:  Metric 
:     tons 

:   93,3^ 
:  11,964 

:     8,135 
:     4,642 
:     2,066 
:         641 
.     1.361 

Per- 
cent 

76.3 
9.8  . 

6c7 
3.8 

1.7  " 

.5  ' 

1.1  : 

:  Mstric 
:     tons 
•1?1,7^6 

:  11,973 
!     8,926 
'     5,148 
.     1,788 
:         432 
:     1.179 

Per- 

Imports: 

Cattle 

Sheep  &  1/MTib. 
Ccilf 

:  terns 
: 66, 951 
:  7,871 
:  ^,913 
•  5,kQO 
:  1,823 
:       513 
:  1.498 

cent 
80.4 
7.9 
5.9 
3.^ 
1.2 

Goat  &  kid... 
Horse ...••... 

Buffalo 

other 

.3 

.8 

Total... 

188,969 

99.8 

121,239 

99.9  : 

.122,153 

99.9  = 

151,192 

99.9 

Exports : 

Cattle < 

Calf ' 

.  2,753 
173 
17 
;       124 
:         80 
.        hi 

86.1 
5.i^ 

.5  ■ 
4.0  • 

2.5  ' 
1.5 

.     7,095 
:         976 

187 
472 
180 

78.8  • 
10.8 
1.1 

2.0  ' 
5.2  • 

2.1  ' 

'  13,111 

•     1,042 

258 

:        488 

4o8 

228 

84.4  ! 
6.7  = 
1.7  = 
3.1  = 
2.6  ' 

1.5 

14,257 
=     1,275 
219 
!         454 
:         546 
:         154 

84.3 
7.6 

Goat  &  kid...' 
Sheep  &  ]airib. 
Horse • 

1.3 
2.7 
3.2 

Other ; 

.9 

Total... 

.  3,19^ 

100.0 

'     9,004 

100.0 

'  15,535 

100.0 

16,905 

100.0 

13 


TABIE  8, — ^Hldes  and  skins:     Halted  Kiiigdom  imports 
by  coimtry  of  origin,  annual  195^57 


Coimtry 


1956 


1957 


HUES  1/ 

Ireland ...•• 

Netherlands 

France ...•••. 

Denmark 

Italy 

Switzerland 

IMited  States 

Brazil 

Argentina 

New  Zealand 

Other  countries •••.••• . 

Ototal 

SKINS  2/ 
Union  of  South  Africa.. 

Australia 

New  Zealand 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Aden 

Ethiopia 

Nigeria •• 

Tsinganyika 

Kenya-Uganda 

India 

Pakistan 

Other  countries 

Ototal 


1.000 
Pieces 

293 
l,Oli* 
655 
316 
350 
310 
939 

93^ 
302 

1,618 


7,138 


2,917 
2,i^96 

3,551 
721 

1,299 
879 

2,933 
393 
1,125 
3,295 
1,210 
1,718 


1.000 
pieces 
300 
810 

795 
364 
he6 
522 

1,067 

2 

787 

331 

2,l8ii» 


7,648 


3,042 

2,519 
2,580 

613 
1,510 

638 
1,598 
1,617 

309 

903 
2,512 
1,014 

1,836 


1.000 

pieces 

108 

280 

62 

94 

158 

34 

448 

8 

983 

206 

1,226 


3,607 


5,234 
4,156 
2,663 
706 
1,503 

699 


3,l40 


1.000 
pieces 
196 
24o 

35 
167 
182 

34 

673 

8 

699 

167 

1,276 


3,677 


3,299 
4,346 
3,932 
449 
1,294 

814 


3,524 


23,841 


20,691 


18,101 


17,658 


1/  1956  and  1957,  cattle  hides  only. 

2/  1956  and  1957,  sheep  and  lamh  skins  only. 
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TABI£    9. — Cattle  hides,  sheep,  and  goat  skins:     Netherlands'   inrports  and 
and  exports  by  country  of  origin  and  destination,  anniial  195^57 


Country 


Cattle,  calf,  and  horse  hides 


195^ 


1955  •  1956 


1957 


Sheep  and  goat  skins 


195U  :  1955  '   1956  :i957 


Inrports: 
United 

States.. •• 
Canada. . . • • • 
Paraguay. . . • 
Argentina... 
Belgium- 

Luxenibourg 

France 

Germany, 

West 

Nigeria.. ••• 

Exports: 

France 

Germany, 

West 

Greece 

Iz>aq 

Roxamania.. .. 
United 

Kingdom.  • . 

Italy 

Yugoslavia.. 

U .Q  .0  .X\.   •  •  . 


Metric  Ms  trie  Metric  Ifetric 
tons   tons   tons   tons 


101 


115 
123 


k6 


60 
150 


9 

151 


10 


193   ^^   259   167 


693 
189 

39^ 
162 

550 
193 

36k 
83 

22 

21 
7 

22 

2k 
5 

107 

13 

27 

3h 

IU9 

2l^5 

111^ 

138 

13 

186 


-15  - 


•» 

i 


^ 
^ 


it- 

O  ITN 
O   ON 

< 

p  fg 

CO  a 

Q  lA 


a>  d 


Oj 

•» 

»-3  lf\ 

ir\ 

1 

•  • 

H 

1 

AJ 

(Q 

% 

1 

D) 

CO 

^ 

^ 

1 

♦ 

Q 

H 

a 


M 

CO 

s 


t- 

ON 


vo 

ON 

H 


S)i 


lf\ 

_  IfN 

aS  I  , 
U  H  H] 
<a  LfN 

?.  ON 


ON 
H 


ITN 
ON 
H 


oi  in 
Sditn 

0)  LfN 


H 

•  •       ••      •< 


VO 

ON 
H 


S^i 


lA 

I  IfN 

g^ 
(U  lA 
>  ON 
<  H 


+> 


O 


o 

•H 
U 


ii!    i 


00  H  oi 

CVJ  ON 


1 1  ■ 


I 
I    I 


I  o 

•  d 
I  CO 


cn 
H 


I    I 


I  ir\ 

I    ON 


^8  15 

H  CVJ    I   H 


ON    I 


I      ! 


O  H 

■^cvj 


3! 


ITNOQ 

-*  V6 

O 


il 


CM 


t~-lA 
00  H 


ON 
C3N 


O 
•H 


•H 

■P 


-p 


i 


i/nH    I 
t>-vo    I 

vo 


IS!v^>:^-S. 


SI 


O  ro 
...  H-* 
Ol  LACVJ 


s 


CO 


CVI-*  CVl 


I  lAlAH 
I  -*  O  O 
I    CM  OJ  lA 


I      I 

I  I 


3 


CO 


I    I 

I  I 


Ii 


I  I 

I    I 


I  ONVD 
I  00  VO 
I   CM  H 


I  H  lA 
I  COCO 
1         CM 


I    OCO  lACM 
j    LACO-sl- 


lA 
ON 
CM 


l!!i 


t-oo 
coco 

H  CM 


O 
•H 
U 
•P 


o 

•H 
U 
-P 


CM  CO 


O  O  lA 

CO  coco 


VO 


CM 


lA 


H-*  CM 


lAOOO  t— 

CM  c^Hao 

H  ON 
H  H 


ONt-^  lA 
CO  iH  lAO 

LA  lACM 

H  CO 


CJNQ  CO  <3N 
CM  H 


^.^ 


CM  ^H 


IS 
I   H 


CMVO 


CD  ON  CO  LA  t^  ON  CO 
^CVJJA^^OiH 


I  VO 


H  H. 
CM  CM 


cOla 


lOOCMONlAQCMONCMCO 
j  H  -d-  lA  COMD  H  CO  CM  H 
I  CO  COCO 


H  CO 


rCMl 


tA 


H 
lA 
O 

CO 


lA 
CO 
CO 

•\ 
CO 


CO 


CO 
0\ 


VO 


lA 
H 

t- 

lA 


t- 

co 

CJN 

CO 
lA 


ON 
t- 

co 


+> 


1 


g 

i 


lA  a 

lA    O 

CO  LA 

LA  LA 

CJN  ON 

H  H 


HICMI 
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TABIE  11, — ^Hldes  and  skins:  Production  In  Japan,  selected  years  1930-57 


Year 


Cattle 
hides 


Goat  & 
sheep 
skins 


Total 


Pieces   Pieces 


1930. 
1935. 
I9U0. 

19^5. 
1950, 
1951. 
1952, 
1953. 
195^*. 
1955. 
1956, 
1957. 


:  259,790 
:  296,366 
:  ifl8,7^2 
:  116,1^77 
:  ^28,375 
:  366,9^+6 

:  373,^32 
:  kdk,063 
:  397,090 
:  601,868 
:  680,356 
:  572,li^3 


26,292 
31,223 
1+3,083 
19,588 
lK),898 
38,692 
1+1,636 

52,239 
78,708 

208,773 
191,1+67 
11+3,205 


Pieces 

72,363 
89,302 
53,881 

71^,1+15 

79,901+ 

100,61+8 

86,881 

117,3^3 
11+3,788 
123,831 
1^,997 
108,315 


Pieces 

693,700 

1,005,11+3 

1,193,161 

1+0,592 

1,131,997 

917,837 

1,522,1+06 

1,857,21+7 

1,1+72,688 

1,659,068 

2,155,951 
2,672,1+1+8 


Pieces 

7,936 
10,869 

1^,515 

580 

l+,ll+7 

29,81+6 

39,588 

1+9,727 
70,61+1 

65,251 

87,290 

153,582 


Pieces 
1,060,081 

1,^32,903 
1,723,382 
251,652 
1,685,321 
1,^53,969 
2,063,9^3 
2,1+80,621 

2,162,915 
2,658,791 
3,262,061 

3,61+9,693 


1/  Roughly  80  percent  of  pigskin  production  Is  used  for  leather. 


TABIE  12. — ^Hldes  and  skins:  Austrian  tiirports  by  country  of  origin, 

annual  1955-57 


Country 


Hides 


1955 


1956 


1957 


Skins 


1955 


1956 


1957 


Germany,  Vest..... 

Italy 

Greenland. 

IMlted  Kingdom.... 

Switzerland 

Belglim-Luxeinbourg 

France 

Netherlands 

Iftiion  of  So.  Africa 
Sweden............ 

Australia •  • 

Uruguay 

Nev  Zealand 

Cana^ 

United  States 

Argentina. 

Other  countries. •• 

TotcLL... 


Pieces       Pieces       Pieces 

32,993       87,126     185,935 
lll+,891      50,788      21,91+5 


29,1+1+3 

109,036 

25,772 

9,3^ 

7,^95 

8,283 

9,272 

33,^72 

26,960 

181,672 

63 

26,379 


21,736 

38,075 

16,81+3 

6,01+7 

15,829 
17,303 
23,986 

2i+,679 

2,085 

106,287 

16,100 

28,192 


27,261 

34,610 

21,139 

8,1+85 

15,319 
21,397 
3,975 
^,309 
12,176 
112,721+ 
32,5^ 
11,578 


Pieces 

25,573 

162,1+79 

60,186 

iA,3l3 


1+2,181 
193,196 

1,837 


13,71^2 
15,139 


Pieces 

28,73^ 
98,1+72 
73,851+ 
12,125 


I+,l+83 
289,097 

6,6li+ 
30,056 


1,761+ 
9,772 


Pieces 

11,390 

107,11+1+ 

76,79^ 

13,15^ 


18,225 
31+2,815 

22,31+0 
7,863 


57,51+0 
1+1+,312 


615,077    1+55,076    555,399 


558,61+6      551^,971       701,577 
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TABIE  13. — ^Hides  and  skins:  French  Imports  and  exports 
by  country  of  origin  and  destination,  annual  195^4—56 


Country 


1955 


1956 


HIDES 
Inrports: 

United  States 

Netherlands 

New  Zealand o*. 

Madagascar 

Algeria* ..•..•• 

Australia 

Argentina 

Switzerland 

Ethiopia 

French  West  Africa. • . 

British  Africa 

Tunisia 

Other  countries 

Total 

SKINS 
Exports: 

United  States., 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Australia 

New  Zealand 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Algeria 

Morocco • . • o 

IMion  of  South  Africa 

Tunisia 

British  Africa 

Other  countries ..... • 

Total 


Pieces 

15,873 
132,8^^2 

58,327 
155,61^5 
326,280 

13,983 
33,321 
5,^17 
8I+,971 
82,263 
^5,352 

228,397 
190,^^80 


1,373,151 


11^8,811 
206,680 
325,5^ 
17,999,^57 
753,^22 

2,927,710 

5,273,036 

1,310,819 

1^92,728 

2,251^,571 

^55,617 

387,6^2 

1,772,^98 


Pieces 

181,073 
208,116 

91,535 
113,682 

338,767 
60,690 

16,3^5 

57,276 

89,180 

^1,233 

32i+,995 

268,176 


1,815,615 


137,513 
20,705 

119,527 
21,56^^,185 

997,692 
3,086,881 
1^,723,098 
1,9^2,106 

393,393 
3,801,318 

322,129 

358,615 
1,299,168 


Pieces 

162,167 

286,882 

98,816 

130,563 

631,213 

180,1K)9 

511,675 

76,755 

55,783 

10^,785 
256,351 
687,873 


3,123,272 


56,052 


18,560,1H7 
1,352,247 
3,1^36,365 
7,245,308 


2,774,434 


162,975 


34,308,537 


38,766,330 


33,587,798 
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